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THE HELVETIAN QUARTET' 
Il and Il]: Nammeius and Verucloetius 
Caes. B. G. 1. 7-8 

In the drama of the Helvetian migration, as pre- 
sented to us by Caesar, the real action is two or 
three years subsequent to the career of its first 
named character. The fact that that personage had 
either lived or died seems not to have moved the 
balance up or down, now that the nation had once 
determined upon the exodus. And yet, though the 
Helvetians were doubtless relieved of an incubus in 
the death of Orgetorix, it may have been the spirit 
of the great leader that was still laboring among 
his people. It is not improbable that the enthusiasm 
he had engendered now brought them to a fulfill 
ment of their long-cherished and much-elaborated 
plans. The migration was now at last to take place. 

The appointed Fifth before the April Kalends was 
approaching. The tribes were assembling. ‘There 
was but a bridge to cross, Caesar, reputed to be the 
new Governor of the Province, was far away in 
Rome, and, if all that had been said of him was 
true, he would be but a straw in the way. A po- 
litical intriguer, who cared most for his personal 
appearance and plenty of money to squander and 
the acclaims of the populace at the games, who was 
a C. Julius Caesar when Helvetia chose to march? 

What must have been the surprise of these, ‘the 
bravest of the Gauls’ (1. 1), to find this lady’s 
man from Rome suddenly transported to the banks 
of the Rhone, with a scarlet cloak on, a soldier! 
He had cut away the bridge at Geneva—why had 
they not thought of that bridge? <A legion was 
patrolling the south bank of the river. These were 
trifling matters, to be sure; but it seems now to have 


occurred to the Helvetians that, after all, it might 


be expedient to have an understanding with the 
new man from Rome, especially as he was so con 
veniently near and seemed to be asking an explana 
tion. The sign ‘No Trespassing’ is written all over 
this world, but it is strange what indifferent atten- 
tion the placard may command, unless there be a 
sponsor near at hand. These same Helvetians that 
had so promptly arrested their own misguided states 
man and had insisted on a rigid enforcement of 
their own rights had yet thought to be independent 
of all international considerations. Their avowed 
policy meant nothing less than to transmit a living 
train that would reach, at the lowest estimate, thirty 
miles in length, through the possessions of others, 
presumably without harm to the latter, and event 
ually to preempt new territory by right of conquest 
and occupation. In the era of Gallic independence, 
when might was the ruling principle, the ius gentium 
was necessarily an almost unheard-of dictum. Ac 
cordingly, the Helvetians seem to have been sur- 


1 See Tue Crassicat Weex cy, 2. 178-180. 


prised to find other people disturbed over their pro 
posed movements. That their neighbors and the 
Romans should enter protest was apparently a new 
factor in their calculations. 

The lezgation that now waited upon Caesar would 
seem almost a farcical formality, as the subsequent 
ittitude of the Helvetii proved They were de- 
‘ided to make their march, and that too through 
the Province. Caesar's consent or refusal was 
wholly irrelevant to the issue. Quite probably they 
never dreamed that the new proconsul would mani 
fest even the least hesitation in the face of so tr 
mendous and awe-inspiring a military demonstra- 
tion. The object of the embassy was, therefore, 
satisfy mere technicalities or courtesies. Perhaps, 
to express it more roughly from the barbarian 
standpoint, it was to brush Caesar aside with as 
ittle friction as possible. 

The language of the Helvetian ambassadors is 
not mere craft on the part of French ancestry. What 
ppears to be personal shrewdness in Nammeius and 
his colleagues, in claiming to have but one route, 
and in pledging absolute restriction from plundering, 
may have been but the expression of a national 
motif, a fixed resolve, on the part of the tribe as 
a whole, a selfish determination to carry out their 
policy, irrespective of the havoc which that policy 
might work upon their fellow-creatures of the Prov 
ince and greater Gaul, 

Said Nammeius and Verucloetius, the Chairmen 
of the embassy, as they stood in th presence of the 
man they so little knew, “It is our intention to 
pass through the Province without working it any 
harm”. Caesar may be misquoting them here, but, 
granting the correctness of the narration, had they 
said “It is our desire”, instead of “our intention”, 
it might have made a more kindly impression. They 
spoke the truth, for their determination had long 
been formed, only they had not reckoned upon 
Caesar's intercessio. 

As to their “working no harm” in their passage 

that was but a weak attempt at evasion. Th 
lie and the impossibility of it were all too close 
to the surface. The Helvetians knew, and Caesar 
knew, but it sounded well. The red wake which 
the Cimbri had left behind them was all too recent 
an argument in refutation. And the final event in 
this case of the Helvetii proved the assumption 
Some months later (1. 11), after Caesar had been 
forced to return beyond the Alps for more troops 
and the Helvetians meanwhile had been left to make 
the Pas de l’Ecluse, the Haeduans waited upon the 
proconsul immediately upon his return, with a 
remonstrance couched in language of justifiable in 
dignation, picturing all the horrors of an actual in 
vasion; the Ambarri, their clansmen, added that they 
were wholly at the mercy of the conquerors; the 
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\llobroges were in positive flight and were taking 
refuge with the Roman Governor. “Nothing but the 
Hy 


actual soil itself is left to us now”. 


The Helvetians unfortunately have no defense, 


for we possess no picture of what they could do 
under restraint Even without the testimony of 
Caesar, the conjecture would be strong that, after 
inal rebuff at Geneva and their subsequent dis 
astrous attempt to force a passage over the gov 
ernor’s veto (1. 8), the invaders would make no 


cir original conciliatory prom 


ises. When actuated by revenge, the leap to the 
other extreme would be an easy one—to do as much 
damage to the allies of Rome as was within their 
power. But when we find the tribe employing th 
mediation of Dumnorix and exchanging hostages 
with the Sequani, making the same overtures as 


they had to Caesar (1. 9), their ghastly tour down 


the banks of the Rhone and up the Arar is an argu 


ment that cannot be expunged. Dio Cassius (38. 32) 
credits them with having peremptorily broken faith 
with the Sequani. We probably have then a trix 
narration of what the tribe was capable of doing 
inder ordinary and natural circumstances. Caesar's 


score were therefore most justifiabl He well 
knew that, with all possible precautions, great dam 
ge would evitably result from the transit of s 
great a body of peopl And he doubtless knew 
too, just what Orosius has stated in his narrative, 
t] fter Orgetorix had been arrested and driven 
to his death, the rest of the nobility had been un 
able to restrain the masses of the peop! . now that 
they had once been aroused to the idea of plunder” 
(6. 7 }) Evidently cnc f the principal incen 


for resisting the Swiss invasion were just and 


worthy, which, in truth be it said, cannot always be 


if to preclude all possible argument, Nammeius 
7 


\s i 
ind Verucloetius now said, “We have no other wavy 
to go” There is almost an approach to irony in 
the way Cagsar begins a previous chapter (6) with 
the statement “There were, in all, tivo roads by 
which they could leave home”, and then. two chap 
ters later, quotes without attempt at refutation this 


deliberate scheme f the Helvetian ambassadors to 
impose upon him. Nothing was said of the second 
road, the one eventually adopted; for the tribesmen 
had abandoned it as the more difficult and danger 
ous Che effrontery and duplicity of the Helvetians’ 
irgument were superb, but found a penalty in the 
summary way in which Caesar later taught t 
a third 1oad they had not reckoned upon, the road 


hack home again 


Their brief message was closed—indeed there had 
been but little to say—with the request that Caesar’s 
sanction be permitted them. 

The picture given us by Caesar's own hand, of 
this ancient international conference at Geneva, is 
very meager, true to the unity and brevity of his 
narration. The speech of the Helvetian envoys is 
necessarily brief. The reply of the Roman, as 
stated by the Roman himself, is yet briefer. Indeed, 
it was not a reply at all, but a postponement of it. 
Dio Cassius (38. 31) informs us that, while demand- 
ing two weeks in which to consider the proposition, 
Caesar yet threw out hopes to the Helvetians that 


} 


there was a likelihood of his granting their request 


It may be that Caesar actually did go to that ex 


1 
} 


ent in order to carry out his real designs and to 
prevent any hostile movements meanwhile on the 
part of the barbarians. Perhaps Caesar looked upon 
it as measure for measure. Nammeius and Veru- 
cloetius had attempted to present their fallacies in 
wry language. Caesar in turn may have been 
parrying with them in the use of questionable diplo- 
macy. His pretended overtures, if he really made 
any, only deepen the game of deception 

It may be that no direct statement on the part 
of Caesar, but his very act in delaying the moment 
f decision, was what really inspired the Helvetians 
with the conviction that a passage would eventually 
be granted them. Nammeius and his fellow legates 
lave read in this apparently weak postpone- 
ment a confirmation of the impressions they had 
previously derived from the rumors about this same 
r, the dilettante from Rome, now trying to 
pose as a soldier. Was he not plainly displaying 
i woeful lack of decision, in fact practically confess 
ing his inability to act? What difference could a 
delay of two weeks make in the situation? After 
all, the weakling might as well have made imme- 
diate answer and have acknowledged the hopeless- 
ness of his position. Caesar was a coward, afraid 
to own his defeat and blindly putting off the day 
of surrender under a vain pretence of farther de- 


While Caesar's real or fancied attitude at this 
onference has been much discussed, the motive of 
the Helvetians too in accepting the proposal of an 
adjourned session is a problem. Either the Roman 
was insistent and carried his point against remon- 
strance, or the barbarians were entirely persuaded 
of his apparent good-intentions. Could there have 
been a smothered impatience that so foolish a pre 
text should block the way, or did Nammeius and 
Verucloetius leave Caesar's presence, satisfied in 
their own minds of the expediency of waiting the 
proposed time and that it meant inevitable sur 
render any way? It has been rather plausibly sug- 
gested that the Helvetians as a nation had not yet 
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to say that the feminine cacsura of the third foot 
the most common caesura, assigns 408 to Koouhrope. 
Vs. 18 ‘‘5ouara 5bdua means a chamber, 
t] for jbduara mi trictly a house, mansion, 
because a h ‘ np d of a number of 1s0 
ited umby Witt is maintained that no h 
distinction ¢ nd tl] examination of any ten 
passag where the word e found will show that 
he orrect 
V 22 lh pondee in the second foot gives 
t} i weak nd halting rhythm” lhen most 
f tor halts w t, since there are, according 
» Ludwich, 240 ver nt first book which have 
t spor lee 1 the Yi md foot 
Vs. 2¢ “dpi: the imperfect implies a_ series 
f actions or a single action in progress in the past; 
} dism 11 W net ) mstantaneou t (ft 
Caileh ceve A. J. P. 4. 160 “So rooted i ( 
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Vs. 48 “He (i. e. Apollo) was seated on a 
cloud”, What proof is there of this? This seems 
opposed to the quotation from Lessing given on the 
next page. If Apollo remained above the clouds, 
what the force of 8% 6é@ nar’ ObNG wow? 

Ve. 53 “.... Fhe vee rhythmically poor, 
because the caesura does not mark a pause in the 
ense, but actually separates dvd from its noun, and 


cn sura’. The verse is poor, 
the fact that the 
third foot 


following 
weakness is in verse 


end of the 


Vs. 54 rH Sexdry: supply nudpe, dative of time 
the fact that mudpa could be omitted shows 
that it was more commonly used than map 


We, too, may 


ynit day, but not the rarer word 


morn” The important fact that #vap is used thirty 
times as often in Homer as nmép shows that it 
was common. The fact that mudpy is a very in 
digestible cretic may explain the poet's hesitancy in 

ing it. lHlowever, the phrase metri causa ts not 
lightly to be employed ; Sct Professor Gilde rsleeve's 

mments in A. J. P. 29. 376. In regard to the last 
part of the note, that morn may not be omitted, cf 


Gray's Elegy 


The uext, with dirges due in sad array 
Slow through the church-way path we saw him 
borne 
There can be no question that morn is understood 
here with ‘next’ 
Vs. 54. ‘' 'xaddooaro : The active would have 
been used af Achilles had called them personally, 


middle herald 
No such distinction can properly 


the causative mean caused the 


lo summon them” 


be drawn, as has been shown by Gildersleeve, Syn 
tax, 150 So an examination of all the uses of 
dparo convinees me that the ote to vs SO, “the 
middle means to see with sympathetic eye’, has 


nothing to support it 
Vs. 59 ‘“‘rdkwe always means hack in Homer, 
never again, for a second time Yet in his own 


vocabulary he quote RB. 276 as a sure example of 
this word meann wain'’, ‘for a second time’, and 
that is not the only one in Homer 

Vs. 71. ** fico means 7Troy-land, the realm of 
Priam, not Trey, which pi\eos” I do not get 


this note, since in the vocabulary this 


cited to prove the thing here denied 


ive 1 


In the Ihad ‘‘edow always takes the 


cusative md alway follows its case” Capelle 
vives a long list of passages where this word pre 
edes the accusative This error also is not in the 
vo ibulary 


Vs. 73 do wisely, not kindly; with 
not with good intent” \ det 


ppovdwy 


wr 


mye 


nition, as Od. 7. 74 shows. Capelle gives the proper 
moaning as follow ‘el hpoverv Te t, gut gegen 
pndn gesinnt sein” 
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Vs R2 ‘ orniera: Pp tral. he ius the re ire two 
sides ‘to the hody” The word 1s plural, an general, 
when the idea of body is ignored and it refers to 


the mind; it is then equivalent to ¢peel whose num 


ber it takes. Thus all connection with “twe sides 
is gone 
Vs. & ** Bepnoud vow : found only here in this 


sense’ Look at Od. 16. 439 

Vs. oR. ‘*apiv: in Homer regularly takes the aorist 
infinitive, with three exceptions” Inexact, since 
it is also used with the finite moods, as well as the 
ritinitive 

Lack of space pels me to omit other points 
in the first one hundred verses where I[ prefer 


i different interpretatior Ihe loosene f the 
notes do t show itself in the vocabular which 
iten ippil the needed correction for the anno 
tation 1 he part i ed Dial t oT i ner hare 
the weak f the notes rather than tl strength 
f tl yoca lar I select tl S imple, Dialect 
20%, ( ‘elu =. 18 always future [his word ts not 
future in comparisons and general expressions. Th 
ilway f the Dialect is properly inged to “of 
ten im the lar 1} theory idvanced with 
t qua i np e 2 f the Dialect, that th 
xameter ] to the nion f two dactyl 
tripod int e verse, was much questioned be 
fore this book was written, but now seems f 
! lited the nvestigat ’ Some 
S le 1 Drewitt 
\ di n of the text wil! follow im a subse 
quent number of THe Crassican WeeKkty 


Nosrmwesteenm University 


Joun A. Scort 


\ First Latin Book. By Clifford H. Moore New 
York I C. Appleton & ¢ (1903) The 
Twentieth Century Text B Series. Pp. xn 
+ 208 

The Elements of Latin. By Clifford H. Moore and 


John J. Schlicher. New York: D. C. Applet 


wentieth Century Text 


notable addition t t! numb ? 1 book ilready 
n the market Its method and vw, indeed, ar 
" me respect igure I he thor evidently has 
ttl ipathy with the modern tendency of making 
the thy tt ea incl the yap too great bet ween 
the fire? year [at ’ 7 | the nil ear reading 
in Caesar and Nep I} tandard of thorough 
ne therefore, mab t] hook hetter lapted to 
young beginner 

The order of the presentation of the lessens i 
m the whol vdmurabl The author ha teered a 
middle ree hetween the . r woding f form 
ind principlh ind the fragmentary and itte 
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ed arrangement of the same. A particular feature 
is the introduction of the subjunctive mode as early 
as the 
tl 


Twenty-ninth Lesson. In the treatment of 
lis mode, also, we tind a departure from the gen 
! \ the introduction of 


eral h books in 
the independent uses before the more common'y em 


custom in. sic 


ployed dependent constructions. This early presenta 
tion of the subjunctive uses affords ample oppor 
tunity for their thorough mastery before the com 
book 


introduced in the 


pletion of the The principles of indirect 


course are Forty-first Lesson, and 


their explanation in connection with that of the 


subject and object infinitive makes a 
of difficult « 
treatment of two stumbling 
their 


this 
the oT 


progress 


position 


mstruction 


blocks in 


ginner’s and frequent repetition 


throughout the remainder of the book 


t are a strong 
recommendation to those teachers who, on taking 


up second year reading, find a general misunder 
tanding or ignorance of these important matters 
In the exposition of other syntactical matters, 
stress is laid on the points common both to Latin 
ind and all the ordinary constructions are 


I-nglish, 
gradually devel pe d and fully illustrated 


The division of the i-stems of the third declension 
into regular and mixed classes, while scientifically 
accurate, may tend to cause a needle confusion 
in the mind of the beginner in a matter which is 
ilready confusing enoug! 

The vocabulary contains about eieht hundred and 
fifty words of common occurrence in Caesar and 
Nepos. Each word, moreover, is used, during the 
course of the lesson, at least eight rim thus en 


suring an opportunity for frequent repetition 


The exercises from Latin into English and vice 
versa are very full, each set averaving cight to ten 
sentences. Easy connected readings in Latin, drawn 


Fleru Futro 


’ 
’ 
are introduced 


largely from Livy 
and other 


irces, I 
emhth lesson and gradually increa 


in difficult» 


with the student's growing ability to read Ar the 
end of the book are appended the hapters on 
Caesar's Invasion of Britain, thus affording some 
actual reading of one of the most interesting ep 

rd of the Commentars before indertak ne the 

rh if th econd vear 

Another feature which will appeal to many teach 
ers is the practice of making frequent references to 
+ 


hool 


I hie type and appearance of the 


grammars 

book 
with the other text 
Series 


are ex 

cellent and in general uniformity 

hook of the 
The Element 


r rehash of 


Twentieth Century 
of Latin is in no respect a revision 
Moore's First Latin Book 

differs both 
the previous work It 
class of students than the 


while has 


Profs Ti 


In several points, indeed, it radically 


rm purpose from 


yrrnitiger 


took, and, no attempt been 











THE 


made to make the book too easy, yet its compass 
has been considerably decreased. It contain how 
ever, matter scfncient for the 


work of one schoo! 
year and should not be completed, under ordinary 
circumstances, before the expiration of that time 
Scattered throughout the book at 


vals are six general 


frequent in 


review exercises, which sum 


up concisely the different matters treated and present 
forms, constructions and 


view of the 


student has already mastered 


a bird's-eye 
idioms which the 


Special stress is laid on irregular forms and 


words They appear, however, individually in the 
different vocabularies and later on are finally grouped 
in lessons which are given up solely to their pr 


sentation 


Another quit 


imique feature of this book is the 


' 
importance given to common phrases and idiomati 
expression By frequent cross-references and re 
view MM Ar ie these matters are kept constantly 
before the student's mind 


All the ordinary constructions are developed natur 
although 


to Eng ! h im ireq rently introduced \“ th ww com 


ally 


nuany uses 
ment before they are presented in their regular syn 
tactical order 

he exercises from Latin into Enghsh and from 


English imto 


They are full and nsist invariably of complete 
sentence [ hike tl | t Latin Book, however 
supplementary connected readings in Latin are not 


introduced until the baftieth Lesson Thi 
supplement ry reading, neverthel practica'ly 


compensat 1 for by the fact that many of th Latin 


Lercise f \ ted { 
which the student receive omstant drill in all kinds 
of connecting forms 

To cach lesson after the fiftieth a supplementary 
reading exercise is appended. ‘These exercises, how 
ever, are so arranged that they contain no construc 
tion not previ ly stuched, and in their vocabulary 
the number of new word reduced to a minimum 

At the end of the book are found two lone se 
lections for reading, of which th rst based on 
the story of Androc!l ind the Lion in Aulus Gelliu 
and the second is adapted to the beginner's reeds 
from Ritchi: The Argonaut 

In general, then, the Element f Latin, with its 
mall co iy? ind full grammatical ¢ xpositior ind 
illustration ind with it imphted vocabulary, 
idiom na mst ! well adapted to the use 


of that ela 
Cnwartrs © 


Beooatyn Latin Scnoot, Brooklyn 


CLASSICAL ASSOCIATION OF 
PITTSBURGH! 
The Cla cal \ ithon tf Pittsh ryh ind Vi 


l jos, by Profe sor 


THE 


imity was addressed December 12 


| By an unfortunate oversight the p blication of thie notice bas been 
much delayed S. &- 
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H. S. Seribner. of the University of Pittsburgh 


Professor Scribner presented a very scholarly paper 
n The Position of Women in Ancient Greece and 
Rom This paper showed a wide acquaintance with 
the womer t ssical literature and gave a very 
interesting imterpretation of the social problems in 
the hght of the present century 

Every reader of Tue Crasstcar Weekty would 
ppreciate this paper Perhaps Professor Scribner 
will wit? ep hed lhis paper was made 
the byect of an imteresting discussion, 

It \ tion voted t have a Round Table at 
its meeting January 23, 1909 

The January meeting proved to be more than the 
most hopeful member had anticipated 


\ class-room scene was presented in which Pro 
i r Ht. L. Smith, principal of Alleghany High 
School, spok« n Deeclensions and Conjugations 
Shadyside Academy, on 


Miss D. EI 


f Pennsylvama College for Women, on Syntax 


OVEVOY, 


Such thoughts as these were presented 

If the Latn Ver Liaagee en ead to a student it 

3 ol ! ‘ i live te ich r ha rot animate | the cle 
} 1 il | pugat } 1} | Tad) h la 1” inte 


newhat disappeared 

Fon mn tudents g word the ime tra 
lation ¢ where they meet it 

lhe vy laries prepared by Prof 1 Lodge and 
Mr. Browne w ! ! l 

ton 

In t} ratte ! yntax definite word should be 
1, ed for il study 

bvervone pt t kh part the discussion 

Dr | B. Kelso. of Grove City (¢ ege, will 
leliver lhe Greek Theater on Feb 
ruary 2oth 

lhen at the next rewular meeting the A lation 


) ilole N 


(Camnecir, a, February 6, t9°9 


] end you a few ‘modern versions’ that my 
mio have recently offered me 

ft relicua omultitudo pucrorum mulierumans 

the remaining crowd of boys and mules’ Chow 

I have ¢ ped 1 for twenty-five years I do not 
know) supplier tua numina posco, ‘as ai suppl 
ment T ask thy assistance’; ef alas exruil et gressu 
‘and he took ff } wings and slLoes’ 

Some vears ago a pup:l translated unicus anser 


erat by ‘the answer wa ii] ic 


1 #8. llenen 


Suapyvetpre Acavemy, Pittsburgh 
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W. A. Robinson, 
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gh's Grammar than with anv othet 

ik.” Davipn A. KenNepy, Prin. 


| bo 
Dearborn-Morgan School, Orange, N. |. 


GINN AND COMPANY, Publishers 





| Boston New York Chicago London 

Gildersleeve-Lodge ‘41%\,, 
Barss’ eginning Latin : $1.00 
Barss’ Writing Latin— Book I 0 
Barss’ Writing |atin— Book II 7h 


Dotey’s I. xercise Books on Caesar, each  .25 
Gildersleeve-Lodge Latin Grammar | 20 
Moulton’s | ntroductory Latin 1.00 
peaeee Vassar’ Civil | War. 1.00 
Sallust’s Catiline 1.00 


Towle @ Jens’ Caesar . . ©. ©. . 12% 
Tunstall’s Cicero “a ay 
And 20 other L. atin books 


D. C. Heath @ Co., Publishers 


BOSTON NEW YORK CHICAGO 


HIGH SCHOOL COURSE IN LATIN COMPOSITION 
By CHARLES — OY BAKER, Horace Mann School, 
Teachers College, and ALEXANDER JAMES INGLIS, 
Horace Mann School, Teachers cae. Cloth 
mn 463 pages. $1.00 net es 
This boot consists of three part: 
writing Latin during the last three sears of wheel, 
addition, 4 summary of the Elements of Syntax for reference, 
THE MACMILLAN COMPANY 
64-66 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 


Virgil Aeneid Books I-VI 
By H. BR. FAIRCLOUGH, Professer of Latin, Leland Stan- 
ford Junior University, and SELDON L. BROWN, Princi- 
a Wellesley Mass. High Scheol. pp. Ixi }-515 | 140 


12 mo 


arranged fer practtue in 


and. in 





. 
Read the review of this book in Tue Crassicat Weexty of 
Dec. 12, 1908 


York Chicago Lendon 








hai BENJ. iH. SANBORN @ CO. 

















